Hi LeRoy:
 
Thank you for your email. I am happy to answer your questions.
 
1. $137,049.60 based on the current rebate from the national of $11,420.80 this past month.  (This number has gone down monthly for quite some time based on the number of members in the APWU.)  As described in the resolution, this August will mark fourteen years since the PPA has received an adjustment in its income via an increase in the APWU National Constitution per capita structure.  When the last adjustment took place at the 1996 APWU National Convention, the PPA’s monthly income from the national per capita was $13,978.90. Today, fourteen years later, that income has actually been reduced to $11,420.80 per month, a decrease of $2,558.10 per month or $30,697.20 per year.  

 
2. The five largest monthly expenses are: Officer’s salary & benefits (semiannual Advisory Council administrative expenses), training programs, printing, postage, office rent.
 
3. The four-member PPA National Advisory Council also serve as trustees and review all income and expenditures in a financial report provided to them on a monthly basis. This report is also sent to the president and secretary-treasurer of the national union as well. Prior to each biennial PPA conference an audit is performed whereby income and disbursements for the previous two years are reviewed to include; examination of vouchers, receipts, checks, ledgers, checkbook balances and bank statements. PPA members in attendance at the conference are furnished with a report of the audit and a detailed two-year financial statement which is open for discussion and adopted, then mailed to all members of the PPA for their information.  Additionally, each year the CPA who files the PPA’s 990 reviews the previous year’s financial data in preparation for preparing this report.
 

LeRoy, since the last increase, the PPA’s funding continues to go down while operating expenses, as with other organizations has gone up. This, despite the fact that we have reduced operating costs wherever possible.  (The PPA has always operated on a “bare bones” budget; just as an example, the organization does not employ secretarial or janitorial help for the PPA office,)

 

I think you will agree that no organization can continue at the same level of activity without financial assistance.  For example, no local has had to exist without an increase in financial assistance for the past fourteen years.  The proposed resolution would increase the rebate to the PPA by a modest 3 cents per member per month and basically restore the PPA’s funding to the 1996 level.  

 

Thank you for your consideration of the resolution and please let me know if you have any further questions or concerns.

 

In solidarity,

